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NOTE: Greenwood Township was a vital part of the Wexford Joint Planning Commission for more than 

five years. The township board chose to withdraw from the WJPC as of June 30, 2022. Throughout this 

Master Plan, Greenwood will still be referenced, as their planning commissioners were part of the crea-

tion of this Master Plan and we need to give them their due benevolence and gratefulness for their hard 

work and faithfulness to this plan. Also, the facts in the sections of the Master Plan concerning Green-

wood are still relevant and true and reflect the consistency of the overall plan for the rural areas of Wex-

ford County.  



 

INTRODUCTION 
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The Wexford Joint Planning Commission is utilized by 

eleven townships in Wexford County, Michigan. The 

WJPC encompasses nearly 400 square miles of area 

within the county and is more than 95% rural in nature. 

The topography consists of forest areas, one large lake, 

several smaller lakes, a large man-made pond, two rivers, 

and rolling hills of resorts and farmland. These character-

istics have shaped the settlements that grew up among 

them, and the entire region has become known for its agri-

cultural products, its resort quality, and its abundance of 

recreational opportunities. This Master Plan is made to 

protect and cultivate these resources while promoting eco-

nomic development and new housing choices for existing 

and future residents who move to this beautiful area. 

 



 

PLANNING CONTEXT 

The purpose of this Master Plan is to serve as 

a living document to guide the Wexford Joint 

Planning Commissionôs future development 

based on each of its communitiesô needs and 

desires. A master plan is comprehensive in 

scope, but also provides more specific actions 

and site locations for implementing the goals of 

every municipality of the WJPC. 

The Michigan Planning and Enabling Act 

(MPEA), Public Act 33 of 2008, requires that 

the planning commission create and approve a 

master plan as a guide for development and 

review the master plan at least once every five 

years after adoption. 

This Master Plan is of particular significance to 

the WJPC since it is the first comprehensive 

master plan to guide future development and 

growth in the particular townships. Previously, 

Wexford County provided planning and zoning 

services to most townships in the county, 

including the eleven townships which joined 

the WJPC. 

 

History 

At the time of the formation of the WJPC, 14 of 

the countyôs 16 townships depended on county 

zoning. The county made the repeal of county 

zoning effective at the end of 2016, despite 

vocal opposition from many township officers 

and residents.  

One township, Clam Lake, decided to adopt its 

own zoning ordinance. During the first half of 

2016, the 13 other townships met and decided 

to explore the creation of a joint planning 
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commission. In the end, 11 of the townships 

decided to join together in the WJPC. All 55 of 

the townshipsô officers unanimously voted to 

be a part of the joint planning group.  

Each municipality appointed their own 

representative member to the commission, 

making for an 11-member joint planning 

commission. Others can join upon paying the 

costs of updating the master plan and zoning 

ordinance to accommodate their joining. 

Withdrawing from the joint commission is 

intentionally a long process allowing a ñcooling

-off periodò for any controversy that may have 

Caberfae Resort 



 

led to the desire to withdraw.  

Other Plans and Planning Efforts 

When undertaking a comprehensive planning 

effort, the townships must have an 

understanding of current efforts in neighboring 

communities. These surrounding counties and 

townships have already implemented efforts 

similar to the ongoing vision of the residents of 

the WJPC area.  

Grand Vision 

Antrim, Benzie, Grand 

Traverse, Kalkaska, 

Leelanau, and Wexford 

Counties came together in 

2007 to launch a far-

reaching planning initiative 

called ñThe Grand Vision.ò 

Three years of intensive 

public participation yielded 

six guiding principles and a new network of 

partnership across the region.  

 

Clam Lake Township 

When Clam Lake Township adopted their own 

Master Plan in April of 2018, the WJPC 

partnered with them in reviewing their 

community master plan and zoning map to 

ensure consistency with WJPC Zoning along 

the border of Clam Lake Township. Truly, lines 

of demarcation do not exist in zoned 

communities. Whatever one district enacts for 

zoning affects all of the surrounding 

municipalities.  

Surrounding Jurisdictions 
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This Master Plan will be scrutinized by each 

surrounding city, village, township, and county 

municipality. These municipalities will review 

the paln and submit suggestions to the WJPC. 

Again, township borders are not lines drawn 

on the ground. Every jurisdiction surrounding 

the WJPC is affected by the decisions the 

WJPC makes in both planning and zoning.  

The WJPC values any and all comments and 

suggestions other jurisdictions make in this 

endeavor. 

 

Grand Vision Guiding Principles  
 

Transportation  
A regional multimodal system that supports 

energy conservation 

 

Energy  
Sustainable-energy uses in construction, 
transportation, and economic development 

 

Natural Resources  
Protected and preserved water, forests, and 

natural and scenic areas 
 

Growth and Investment  
Unique and vibrant communities that  
strengthen the local economy 

 

Food and Farming  
Local farms and regional food systems as a 

viable part of our communities 
 

Housing  
A diverse mix of regional housing choices with 

affordable options 
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Wexford Joint Planning 

Commission Regional Map 



 

Unique Jurisdictions 

Members of the WJPC 
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The Wexford Joint Planning Commission 

is made up of mainly rural municipalities, 

but these municipalities all have some 

similar but contrasting characteristics. 

These characteristics need to be identi-

fied individually  to better qualify the vari-

ous zoning needs of each municipality. 

When people establish homes and fami-

lies, their primary focus is on the circum-

stances that will best apply to their per-

sonal family members: access to em-

ployment, grocery shopping, and school 

district, including daycare. Secondarily, 

they look to the ñfrillsò of life, namely: 

parcel size, wooded areas, agricultural, 

lakes, rivers, and all the aesthetical rea-

sons for buying land. 



 

Introduction 

The various municipalities of the Wexford Joint 

Planning Commission should be recognized 

not only as to their similarities but also their 

diverseness from one another. These 

diversities are not so extreme as to eliminate 

the need for planning and zoning, but as to the 

extent of the zoning principles. 

During the loss of Wexford Countyôs zoning 

ordinance, the remaining townships in the 

county fell into three basic categories. Some of 

the most rural areas desired the simplest form 

of zoning possible. The rural townships with 

small villages wanted an ordinance that was 

weightier mainly in the residential areas, 

whereas the other townships desired the most 

restrictive ordinance for their multiple 

residential areas. 

Four Wexford County commissioners met 

personally with township officers in four 

meetings in the spring of 2015 to understand 

what type of zoning the townships wanted. At 

that time, there were three separate zoning 

ordinances offered to the townships. County 

Zoning Ordinance No. 6 was the biggest of the 

three and featured the most rules, restrictions 

and guidelines. WJPC townships that favored 

this option were Cherry Grove, Liberty and 

Slagle. 

Another option was the current County Zoning 

Ordinance No. 5, which was considered to be a 

midlevel ordinance in terms of its rules and 

regulations. WJPC townships that favored this 

option were Hanover, Springville, Wexford, 
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Greenwood, and Selma. 

The third option was County Zoning 

Ordinance No. 5 Revised. This ordinance was 

the simplest of the three options. WJPC 

member townships that favored this ordinance 

were Antioch, Boon and South Branch. 

The result of these meetings concluded that 

the county would need help in providing all the 

townships with zoning, but the townships 

would have to provide the bulk of the funds to 

the county in order to have the zoning they 

wanted. Therefore, in January of 2016 the 

Board of Commissioners voted to charge 

townships $2 per parcel as their participation 

fee in continuing county zoning. The estimated 

fee for the participating townships would have 

brought $29,864 into the county.  

Still, the solution of combining county and 

township funds did not work out, and the 

county finally resolved to do away with zoning. 

The brunt was on the townships to either have 

their own zoning or else combine into a joint 

planning group. In the end, 11 townships 

decided to join together in joint planning and 

would cover the cost of joint zoning. Each 

township could have handled its own zoning, 

but the price tag of such a move would be 

astronomical for most of the townships.  

This section of the Master Plan divides the 11 

townships into four categories: the Manistee 

River townships, the townships surrounding 

Mesick, the Lake Mitchell townships, and the 

most rural southwest townships. 



 

1. The Manistee River Townships: 

Hanover, Greenwood, Liberty 

Introduction 

Before the Master Plan calls out the 

differences between the three townships in this 

section, it makes sense to briefly outline the 

similarities between these townships.  

The Manistee River 

A glance at the Wetlands Map below shows 

the Manistee River crossing from right to left 

across Liberty Township, through Greenwood 

Township, and finally across Hanover 

Township. There are approximately six 

subdivisions along the river, along with multiple 

canoe rental places, public access points, and 

parks that dot the river basin.  

State Forest 

Another abundant resource for the three 

townships is the state forest that extends the 

entire width of these townships. Again from left 

to right, Liberty Township has more than 55% 
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of its land as public land primarily made up of 

the forest. Greenwood Township has 53% of 

its land as public land of the state forest. 

Hanover Township boasts the most  forest 

area with 69% public land in its boundaries. 

This adds up to much hunting, snowmobiling, 

hiking, etc. in the area. This also shows that 

the largest parcels in these townships are 

large tracts of publicly owned land.  

Wetlands 

The map below shows all the creeks 

(tributaries) that flow into the Manistee River in 

these three townships. The main hindrance of 

these creeks is large portions of wetlands that 

make the building of houses or other 

developments difficult, if not impossible. This 

also makes zoning the townships more difficult 

in handling the certain restrictions of the 

Manistee River Corridor and the preservation 

of the forests and wetlands.  

²ŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ aŀƴƛǎǘŜŜ wƛǾŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ [ƛōŜǊǘȅΣ 
DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ IŀƴƻǾŜǊ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇǎ 

a59v ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ aŀǇ нллс 



 

Hanover Township 

Originally, Hanover Township covered the 

entire area of Hanover, Greenwood, and 

Liberty Townships of today, the northern 

townships through which the mighty Manistee 

River flows. 

This township was one of the first four 

townships in Wexford County. The division of 

townships mainly showed the population 

growth of Wexford County at the time, with all 

of Buckley and a portion of County Seat 

Sherman existing within Hanoverôs borders.  

This township consists primarily of 

undeveloped forested areas, of which 

approximately one-half are in the Pere 

Marquette State Forest, with 18 of the 36 

township sections covered either by the 

Manistee River Corridor or the Forest 

Conservation Districts.  

The west side of the township is bordered by 

highway M-37, which includes the famously 

steep Sherman Hill just north of the Manistee 

River bridge. The only other way to drive from 

the south side of the Manistee 

River to the north side is North 

19 Road and the Harvey 

Bridge, a naturally scenic drive 

preserved in this Master Plan 

as a Scenic Road Overlay 

District. Harvey Bridge is the 

only remaining truss bridge in 

Wexford County and should be 

preserved. This bridge is on a 

seasonal road and is not 

plowed during the winter.  
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Forestry Makeup of Hanover 

During the 1800s, the township was filled with 

a complete forested area. White pine and  

mixed hardwoods covered the middle, with a 

hemlock and white pine forest stretching out 7 

miles wide, and reaching 19 miles east from 

those. The entire southeast portion of the 

township was covered with a jack pine and red 

pine forest. The rest of the township, including 

the Buckley area consisted of a beech, sugar 

maple, and hemlock forest. Since the ravaging 

of the forests in the late 1800s to the 1920s 

the area has come back to where there is a 

mixed conifer-deciduous forest. These forests 

again split the township in half, with residents 

living on the north side or the south side of the 

township.  

Most of the land in Hanover Township is 

owned by the State of Michigan, Department 

of Natural Resources. The DNR owns over 

68% (15,000 acres) of the township, mostly 

the state forests. This leaves less than one-

third of the township (6,887 acres) for private 

ownership. So the township made the most of 

IŀǊǾŜȅ .ǊƛŘƎŜΣ IŀƴƻǾŜǊ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 



 

its private property by having three 

subdivisions on the south side on or below the 

Manistee River and five subdivisions on the 

north side, not counting the entire village of 

Buckley.  

The state forest also allows multiple ORV trails 

throughout the township. This layout, mostly 

rural plus intensive subdivision, especially 

around Lake Gitchegumee, allows many 

hunting, fishing, and recreational sports. Over 

the years, Hanover has found a balance 

between large acreage 

plats and subdivision lots 

where people can build 

homes and commute to 

larger cities for work. The 

large percentage of homes 

are equidistant from the 

cities of Cadillac in Wexford 

County and Traverse City 

in Grand Traverse County. 

Thus, the river, roads, and 

modern forests have split 

Hanover into in two halves. 

This is evident even in the 

fact that 18% of Mesick 

School students come from 

Hanover, compared to 28% 

of Buckley School students 

also coming from this same 

township.  
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Property Values 

As a result of proper planning of the rural 

areas along with the well-placed subdivisions, 

Hanover Township has caused the taxable 

values (TV) of property to increase almost 

15% in the last 12 years. The TV has gone 

from $39,500,000 in 2009 to its current value 

of over $46,700,000 as of 2020.  

{ǘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƎǊŀȅΣ hw± ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŜƴΦ 



 

Greenwood Township 

Just east of Hanover Township lies the six-mile

-by-six-mile township of Greenwood. Formerly 

part of Hanover, Greenwood broke off and 

became its own township in 1873. For another 

year and a half, Greenwood also contained the 

land mass that would become Liberty 

Township in 1874. Population determined 

when those boundaries finally became 

permanent, and Greenwood was placed 

between two townships along the Manistee 

River, which would be closer to a larger 

population of people: Hanover with the Village 

of Buckley, and Liberty with the City of Manton. 

Still, Greenwood Township would be divided by 

the mighty Manistee River and boast the most 

rural development in Wexford County. To this 

day, more families and retirees in Greenwood 

Township than in any other township in the 

county show an ever increasing desire from 

families and retirees for new homes to be 
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placed on parcels of larger acreage or in 

special subdivisions along the Manistee River. 

This increase in new dwellings can be seen in 

the natural increase in taxable property value 

(TPV). When Greenwood joined the WJPC in 

2016, when its TPV was $19,394,784, 

Greenwoodôs TPV has reached $22,374,232 

in just three years in 2019. This shows a 

growth of over three million 

dollars worth of taxable value. 

Greenwoodôs property value 

has been increasing 

approximately 1.5 million 

dollars per year.  

Private vs. Public Land 

As is true with the three 

northern townships in the 

WJPC, the Pere Marquette 

State Forest separates 

Greenwood in half, taking up 

IƛƎƘ wƻƭƭǿŀȅǎΣ DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ IŀƭƭΣ DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 



 

over half the 

land mass in 

the township 

(52.7%). The 

state forest 

causes most 

residences to 

be in the 

northwest and 

southeast 

portions of the township. The township stays 

connected via N-31 Road, which dissects the 

township across Baxter Bridge and allows 

residents easy access to both 

Traverse City to the north and 

Cadillac to the south.  

Three subdivisions were 

platted in the township, two 

along the river (sections 8 and 

10) and one in the southwest 

(section 31). These 

subdivisions offer the 

attraction of the forest almost 

outside their back door.  

The goal of the Master Plan is 

to keep Greenwoodôs overall 

rural look pristine for those 

who choose to live in this ñin-

betweenò township. An 

example would be the three 

school districts that overlap 

Greenwood Township: 

Kingsley, Mesick, and Manton 

schools. Whereas many 

townships desire industry and 
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commercial developments, Greenwood is a 

model for financial stability and livability. 

The greatest sense of value can be readily 

seen in the median household income 

between the three Manistee River townships 

from 2000 to 2017: Greenwoodôs increase 

was $37,083 to $58,068, or a (57%), whereas 

Hanoverôs was $36,850 to $47,500 (29%) and 

Libertyôs was $36,979 to $43,558, (18%). 

{ǘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƎǊŀȅΣ hw± ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŜƴΦ 

.ŀȄǘŜǊ .ǊƛŘƎŜ /ŀƳǇƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘ ¢ǿǇΦ 



 

Liberty Township 

The third township along the Manistee River 

was carved from Hanover Township in 1883 

and from Greenwood Township in 1884ð 

Liberty Township. Several manmade 

developments have given Liberty its unique 

blend of rural and rural-residential districts. The 

Manistee still splits this township into two 

substantial areas, with the northern and 

southern portions each having its own 

subdivision development.  

The manmade railroad and highways made 

Liberty a township that would lure many 

residents its way. First, the railroad developed 

the city of Manton, which is a mere 3,000 feet 

from the townshipôs southern border. But it is 

Business-131 and Interstate 131, intersecting 

directly in the middle of the township, that give 

quick and easy access both north and south to 

the entire state. This highway also gives quick 

access to the cities of Manton and Cadillac for 
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those who reside in Liberty and work in those 

places. Thus, Liberty folks have all of the access 

but none of the headaches of having a city in 

their midst.   

Private vs. Public Lands 

Again, the blessing of a river surrounded by a 

forest is public lands for hunting, fishing, and 

boating. Well over fifty percent (55.4%) of the 

township is made up of the Pere 

Marquette State Forest, almost 13,000 

acres of its total 23,000 acres. These 

10,000-plus acres of private land are 

primarily in sections 1ð6 of the north part 

of the township, sections 25ð36 in the 

south part of the township, and sections 

17, 18, and 20 in the west part of the 

township. (Note: Section 19 is 700 acres 

entirely owned by the State of Michigan 

DNR.) By far the smallest parcels are in 

sections 27, 28, 33, and 34, but even 

aŀƴƛǎǘŜŜ wƛǾŜǊΣ ƴŜŀǊ /ƘƛǇǇŜǿŀ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ [ƛōŜǊǘȅ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 

¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ IŀƭƭΣ [ƛōŜǊǘȅ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 



 

these are mostly ten acres or more.  

There is also an increase in taxable property 

value (TPV) in Liberty Township. When Liberty 

joined the WJPC in 2016, its TPV was 

$20,119,337. In the year 2019 the TPV topped 

$22,161,342, an increase of over 2 million 

dollars in property value. This shows that 

people are buying and building in Liberty 

Township, and, when given a choice of large 

parcels in a rural area plus quick access to 

close cities and even the rest of the state, 

families are choosing property in Liberty 

Township. 

Thus, the Master Plan seeks to preserve the 

rural qualities of the township, also allowing 

housing in the two subdivisions that 

are already there. Mainly, the future 

plan is to continue to preserve the 

natural boundaries of the Manistee 

River and its adjacent forests. This 

preservation should be paramount to 

the future success of Liberty Township 

planning and zoning.  

Conclusion 

Despite their major differences, the 

three townships that comprise the 

northern portion of the WJPC 

boundaries do have some similarities 

also. Each township is primarily rural in 

nature. Each has the Manistee River 

flowing from east to west. The river 

becomes the natural boundary dividing 

the southern part of each townships 

from its northern part. The ease of 

access from north to south in Liberty 
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Township is slightly better than the same access 

in Greenwood Township; although a much better 

highway system exists in the former than the two

-lane road in the latter. Hanover Township has a 

summer access road from north to south in as 

well as access from M-37 on its western border, 

which most people already use. Although both 

Hanover and Greenwood townships have 

subdivisions along the Manistee River, Liberty 

has shied away from this subdivision process 

and the river, keeping the Master Plan in place 

for preserving the natural environment of the 

river. 

{ǘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƎǊŀȅΣ hw± ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŜƴΦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ /Ǌƻǎǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ȅŎƭƛƴƎ 

¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƛƴ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΦ 



 

discuss the succinct differences on the following 

pages.  

Land and Water 

Wexford Township has the most agricultural 

properties of all WJPC townships by more than 

double. Antioch has much agricultural land also.  

All three townships have dozens of creeks 

(tributaries) which flow into the Manistee River or 

Hodenpyl Pond in Springville Township. These townships 

also have few wetlands with which to contend. This fact 

makes it easier to zone the townships, although much of 

the southeast portion of Springville Township and the 

southwest portion of Antioch Township is home to the 

Huron-Manistee National Forest, which makes up 32% of 

public land in the former and 41% of public land in the 

latter. Again, this bodes well for hunting, fishing, camping, 

hiking, and other outdoor entertainment.  

Crossroads 

Another similarity is that these townships hold the main 

highways which run southeast-northwest (M-115), and 

2. The Townships Surrounding the 

Village of Mesick 

Introduction 

These townships related to Mesick hold as 

many differences as similarities in their rural 

municipalities. In this introduction, we will 

include some of the similarities before we 
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north-south, with M-37. 

Many travel across 

these townships when 

going to farther 

destinations. This 

should encourage the 

townships to put the 

best face on their 

zoning districts. Many 

winter and summer 

sportsmen are drawn 

to these townships, 

and hopefully will 

consider retirement or 

a second home in this 

area.  



 

Wexford Township 

The township in the far northwest corner of 

the county shares its county name. Wexford 

Township was the first township occupied by 

a land owner when Benjamin Hall first arrived 

by way of the Newaygo-Northport Highway in 

1863, although the township was not named 

until 1869. Wexford Township was preferred 

as the most habitable land in the entire 

county because of its natural plateau above 

the wild and wet forests of the rest of the 

county. 

As a result of the county seat being at 

Sherman in 1871, Wexford Township was 

filled with a list of villages and settlements.  

Wexford Corners, Glengary (also 

Claggetsville or Sherman West), Cornell, 

Harlan, and Bagnal were all villages based 

on either railroad stations or a local school 

and church being settled there. The township 

has always been a stable region for livability, 
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thanks to its central location to residential 

centers. Buckley is a mere mile from the 

townshipôs eastern border, Mesick 1.5 miles 

from its southern, Copemish 5 miles from its 

western, and Traverse City and Cadillac are 

both within a 15-mile drive for work and 

necessities. This central location bodes well 

for a township with no current village of its 

own.  

Agriculture 

The township also has an 

abundance of agriculture in 

large swaths of property in the 

northern portion of the 

township, providing the largest 

area for growing crops in the 

county. The 9 northeast 

sections are identified by loamy 

Hodenpyl-Karlin soil, the very 

richest for growing crops. This 

portion of the township is 

identified by its Agriculture-

Forest Production District and its usage is 

hƭŘ 9ƴƎƛƴŜ {ƘƻǿΣ ²ŜȄŦƻǊŘ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 

¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ IŀƭƭΣ ²ŜȄŦƻǊŘ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 



 

protected in 

this Master 

Plan. The 

Old Engine 

Show in 

section 1 of 

the township 

amplifies 

this very 

important 

aspect of 

farming and 

agricultural life.  

Public vs. Private Land 

At 36,547 square miles, 

Wexford Township has the 

most land mass of any 

township in the county. The 

state forest is on the western 

side of the township, covering 

4,513 acres. The lack of lakes 

in the township leaves 18,877 

acres for zoning purposes, 

which is the largest private 

acreage of all townships in the 

county. Also, having the fourth 

highest number of parcels in a 

WJPC municipality at 1044, 

Wexford Township also has the 

fourth largest Taxable Value at  

$36,745,927.  

Subdivisions 

The township has seven 
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subdivisions, mostly in the eastern side with 

several along highway M-37. These subdivisions 

allow housing with close access to the highways 

that take residents to Traverse City and Cadillac. 

The rest of the township spreads out its housing 

over the rural area with larger plots of land. This 

mix of housing has caused Wexford Township to 

have the greatest population growth of any 

township in the WJPC. The growth of Wexford 

has increased from 798 in 2000 to 1,073 in 2010 

to 1,103 in 2018, a 38% growth rate in the last 

18 years. 
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Springville Township 

One of the four original townships formed in 

1869 in Wexford County, Springville covered 

216 square miles of territory, or three-

eighths of the county. Over the next 20 

years, five other townships were formed 

from Springville as the population rose in 

every area of the southwest portion of the 

county. Then Springville mirrored the other 

townships with its six-mile-by-six-mile 

border. The Ann Arbor Railroad brought the  

early settlements Yuma and Mesick into the 

township. in 1924ð25, the building of the 

Hodenpyl Dam and dam pond brought a 

man-made lake to the township. The early 

Newaygo State Road, the railroad, the 

Manistee River (including Hodenpyl), and 

state highways M-37 and M-115 converging 

together made Springville Township the 

crossroads of northwest Michigan. The 

township road system also allows easy 

access to every portion of the township.  

Southern neighbor to Wexford Township, 

Springville is almost the antithesis of its 

northern counterpart. Whereas Wexford 

Township has almost no water running 

through it, save for Fletcher Creek running 

WJPC Master Plan - 2023 

нп 

the distance from north to south and a tiny 

bit of the Manistee flowing through its 

southeast corner, Springville Township has 

both the Manistee River and the massive 

Hodenpyl Dam Pond. This dam was placed 

on the southwest border of Springville 

causing the Hodenpyl Dam backwaters, 

which in turn caused Consumers Energy to 

lease the surrounding Manistee River 

property into campgrounds and resorts.  

Still, Springville Township has the best of 

every kind of zoning district available. The 

thick Huron-Manistee National Forest grows 

in the southeastern fourth of the township. 

Not counting the village of Mesick, there are 

11 subdivisions platted throughout the 

IƻŘŜƴǇȅƭ tƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƳΣ {ǇǊƛƴƎǾƛƭƭŜ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 
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