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The Wexford Joint Planning Commission 

is made up of mainly rural municipali-

ties, but these municipalities all have 

some similar, but contrasting, characteris-

tics. These characteristics need to be iden-

tified individually so as to be able to bet-

ter qualify the various and sundry zon-

ing needs of the municipality. When peo-

ple look to establish homes and families, 

their primary focus is upon the circum-

stances which will best apply to their 

personal family members: Access to Em-

ployment, Grocery Shopping, and School 

District, including Daycare. Secondarily, 

they look to the frills in which their lives 

are interested, namely: Plat Size, Wooded 

Area, Agricultural, Lake, River, and all 

the aesthetical reasons for buying land. 



 

Introduction 

The various municipalities of the Wexford Joint 

Planning Commission should be recognized 

not only as to the similarities, but also to their 

diverseness from one another. These 

diversities are not so extreme as to be devoid 

of Planning and Zoning, but as to the extent of 

the Zoning principles. 

During the divesting from Wexford County of 

their Zoning Ordinance, the remaining 

townships in the county fell into three basic 

categories. Some of the most rural areas 

desired the simplest and most basic form of 

zoning possible. The rural townships with small 

villages wanted an ordinance that was 

weightier in the residential areas mainly, 

whereas the other townships desired the most 

restrictive ordinance for their multiple 

residential areas. 

Four Wexford County Commissioners met 

personally with township officers in four 

meetings in the Spring of 2015 to understand 

what type of zoning the townships desired for 

themselves. At that time there were three 

separate zoning ordinances offered to the 

townships. County Zoning Ordinance No. 6 

was the biggest of the three and featured the 

most rules, restrictions and guidelines. WJPC 

townships which favored this option were 

Cherry Grove, Liberty and Slagle. 

Another option was the current County Zoning 

Ordinance No. 5, which was considered to be a 

mid-level ordinance in terms of its rules and 

regulations. WJPC townships which favored 
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this option were Hanover, Springville, 

Wexford, Greenwood and Selma. 

The third option given the townships was 

County Zoning Ordinance No. 5 Revised. This 

ordinance was the simplest of the three 

options. WJPC member townships which 

favored this ordinance were Antioch, Boon 

and South Branch. 

The result of these meetings concluded that 

the county would need help in providing all the 

townships with zoning, but the townships 

would have to provide the bulk of the funds to 

the county in order to have the zoning they 

wanted. Therefore, in January of 2016 the 

Board of Commissioners voted to charge 

townships $2 per parcel to be their 

participation fee in continuing county zoning. 

The estimated fee for the participating 

townships would have been $29,864 that 

would be brought into the county.  

Still, the solution of combining county and 

township funds did not work out, and the 

county finally resolved to do away with zoning. 

The brunt was on the townships to either have 

their own zoning, or else combine into a Joint 

Planning group. In the end, eleven townships 

decided to join together in Joint Planning, and 

would cover the cost of doing joint zoning. 

Each township could have purposed to handle 

its own zoning, but the price tag of such a 

move would be astronomical for most of the 

townships.  

This section naturally divides the eleven 

townships into four categories for the Master 

Plan: the Manistee River townships, the 

Mesick surrounding townships, the Lake 

Mitchell townships, and the most rural 

southwest townships. 



 

1. The Manistee River Townships: 

Hanover, Greenwood, Liberty 

Introduction 

Before calling out the differences between 

these three townships in this section, of which 

there are several, it makes sense to briefly 

outline the similarities between them.  

The Manistee River 

A glance at the Wetlands Map below shows 

the Manistee River crossing from right to left 

across Liberty Township, through Greenwood 

Township, and finally across Hanover 

Township. There are approximately six 

subdivisions along the river, along with multiple 

canoe rental places and public access and 

parks that dot the river basin.  

State Forest 

Another abundant resource for the three 

townships is the State Forest that extends the 

entire width of these townships. Again, from left 

to right, Liberty Township has more than 55% 
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of their land is Public Land primarily made up  

the forest. Greenwood Township has 53% of 

its land as Public Land of the State Forest, 

whereas Hanover Township boasts the most  

forest area with 69% Public Land in its 

boundaries. This adds up to much hunting, 

snowmobiling, hiking, etc., in the area. This 

also shows that the largest parcels in these 

townships are large tracts of publicly owned 

land.  

Wetlands 

Again, the map below shows all the creeks 

(tributaries) that flow into the Manistee River in 

these three townships. The main hindrance of 

these creeks display large portions of 

wetlands which make the building of houses 

or other developments difficult, if not 

impossible. This also makes Zoning the 

townships more difficult in handling the certain 

restrictions of the Manistee River Corridor and 

the preservation of the forests and wetlands.  

²ŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ aŀƴƛǎǘŜŜ wƛǾŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ [ƛōŜǊǘȅΣ 
DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ IŀƴƻǾŜǊ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇǎ 

a59v ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ aŀǇ нллс 



 

Hanover Township 

Originally, Hanover Township covered the 

entire area of Hanover, Greenwood and Liberty 

Townships of today, or, the northern townships 

through which the mighty Manistee River flows. 

This township was one of the four first 

townships in Wexford County. The division of 

townships mainly showed the population 

growth of Wexford County at the time, with a 

portion of County Seat Sherman and all of 

Buckley existing within Hanoverôs borders.  

This township consists of primarily 

undeveloped forested areas, of which 

approximately one-half are in the Pere 

Marquette State Forest, with 18 of the 36 

township sections covered either by the 

Manistee River Corridor or the Forest 

Conservation Districts.  

The west side of the township is bordered by 

highway M-37, which includes the famously 

steep Sherman Hill just north of the Manistee 

River bridge. The only other way to traverse 

from the south side of the Manistee River to 

the north side is North 19 Road 

and the Harvey Bridge, a 

naturally scenic drive, 

preserved in this Master Plan 

as a Scenic Road Overlay 

District. Harvey Bridge is the 

only remaining truss bridge in 

Wexford County, and should be 

preserved. This bridge is on a 

seasonal road and is not 

plowed during the winter.  
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Forestry Makeup of Hanover 

During the 1800ôs the township was filled with 

a complete forested area. White Pine with a 

mixed hardwood forest covered the middle, 

with a Hemlock-White Pine forest stretching 

out seven miles wide, and reaching nineteen 

miles east from those. The entire southeast 

portion of the township was covered with a 

Jack Pine-Red Pine forest. The rest of the 

township, including the Buckley area 

consisted of a Beech-Sugar Maple-Hemlock 

forest. Since the ravaging of the forests in the 

late 1800ôs to the 1920ôs the area has come 

back to where there is a mixed Conifer-

Deciduous forest. These forests again split the 

township in half, with residents living on the 

north side or the south side of the township.  

Most of the land in Hanover Township is 

owned by the State of Michigan, Department 

of Natural Resources. The DNR owns over 

68% (15,000 acres) of the township, mostly 

the state forests. This leaves less than 1/3 of 

the township (6,887 acres) for private 

ownership. So the township made the most of 

IŀǊǾŜȅ .ǊƛŘƎŜΣ IŀƴƻǾŜǊ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 



 

its private property by having three 

subdivisions on the south side on or below the 

Manistee River, and five subdivisions on the 

north side, not counting the entire village of 

Buckley.  

The state forest also allows multiple ORV trails 

throughout the township. This mostly rural plus 

intensive subdivision layout, especially around 

Lake Gitchegumee, allows many outdoor 

hunting, fishing and recreational sports over 

the entire breadth of its borders. Hanover over 

the years has found a 

balance between large 

acreage plats and 

subdivision lots where 

people can build homes 

and commute to larger 

cities for work. The large 

percentage of homes are 

equidistant from the cities 

of Cadillac, in Wexford 

County, and Traverse City 

in Grand Traverse County. 

Thus, the river, roads, and 

modern forests have 

determined to split Hanover 

in two halves. This is 

evident even in the fact that 

18% of the Mesick School 

children come from 

Hanover compared to 28% 

of the Buckley School 

children also coming from 

this same township.  
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Property Values 

As a result of proper planning of the rural 

areas along with the well-placed subdivisions, 

Hanover Township has caused the Taxable 

Values (TV) of property to increase  almost 

15% in the last 12 years. The TV has gone 

from $39,500,000 in 2009 to its current value 

of over $46,700,000 as of 2020.  

{ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƎǊŜȅΣ hw± ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŜƴΦ 



 

Greenwood Township 

Just east of Hanover Township lies the six mile 

by six mile township of Greenwood. Once part 

of Hanover, Greenwood broke off and became 

its own township in 1873. For another year and 

a half, Greenwood would also contain the land 

mass that would become Liberty Township in 

1874. Population determined when those 

boundaries would finally become permanent, 

and Greenwood would be placed between two 

townships along the Manistee River which 

would be closer to a larger population of 

people; Hanover with its own Village of 

Buckley, and Liberty being a bedroom 

community to the City of Manton. 

Still, Greenwood Township would be divided by 

the mighty Manistee River and boast of the 

most rural developmental township in Wexford 

County. To this day, proportionately, 

Greenwood Township shows an ever 

increasing desire from families and retirees for 
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new homes to be placed on plats of larger 

acreage or in special subdivisions along the 

Manistee River than any other township in the 

county. This increase in new dwellings can be 

seen in the natural increase in Taxable 

Property Value (TVP). When joining the WJPC 

in 2016, when its TPV was $19,394,784, 

Greenwoodôs TPV has reached $22,374,232 

in just three years in 2019. This 

shows a growth of over three 

million dollars worth of taxable 

value. On a yearly rate, 

Greenwoodôs property value 

has been increasing 

approximately 1.5 million 

dollars per year.  

Private vs. Public Land 

As is true with the three 

northern townships in the 

WJPC, the Pierre Marquette 

IƛƎƘ wƻƭƭǿŀȅǎΣ DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ¢ƻǿƴ IŀƭƭΣ DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 



 

State Forest 

separates 

Greenwood 

in half, taking 

up over half 

the land 

mass in the 

township 

(52.7%). The 

state forest 

causes the most residences to be in the 

northwest and southeast portions of the 

township. The township stays connected via N-

31 Road which dissects the 

township across Baxter Bridge 

and allows residents easy 

access to both Traverse City 

to the north and Cadillac to 

the south.  

Three subdivisions were 

platted in the township, two 

along the river (sections 8 and 

10) and one in the southwest 

(section 31). These 

subdivisions offer the 

attractiveness of the forest 

being almost out their 

backdoor.  

The goal of the Master Plan is 

to keep Greenwoodôs overall 

rural look pristine for those 

who choose to live  in this ñin-

betweenò township. An 

example would be the three 

school districts which overlap 
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Greenwood Township: Kingsley, Mesick, and 

Manton schools. Whereas many townships 

desire to have industry and commercial 

developments, Greenwood actually is a model 

for financial stability and livability. 

The greatest sense of value can be readily 

seen in the Median Household Income 

between the three Manistee River townships: 

Greenwood - $37,083 to $58,068 from 2000 to 

2017, or a 57% increase, whereas Hanoverôs 

was $36,850 to $47,500 (29%) and Libertyôs 

was $36,979 to $43,558, or 18% increase. 

{ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƎǊŜȅΣ hw± ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŜƴΦ 
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Liberty Township 

The third township along the Manistee River 

was carved from Hanover Township in 1783 

and from Greenwood Township in 1784 - 

Liberty Township. Several manmade 

developments have caused Liberty to have its 

unique blend of rural and rural-residential 

districts. The Manistee still splits this township 

into two substantial areas, with the northern 

portion having its own subdivision 

development, and the southern having its own 

subdivision.  

The manmade railroad and highways that have 

made Liberty a township which would lure 

many residents its way. First, the railroad 

developed the closest city of Manton which is a 

mere 3000 feet from the townshipôs southern 

border. But it is Business-131 and Interstate 

131 that intersect directly in the middle of the 

township, giving quick and easy ingress and 

egress both north and south to the entire state. 
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This highway also gives quick access to the 

cities of Manton and Cadillac for those that 

reside in Liberty and work in those places. Thus, 

Liberty folks have all of the access, but none of 

the headaches of having a city in their midst.   

Private vs. Public Lands 

Again, the blessing of having a river surrounded 

by a forest is having public lands for hunting, 

fishing, and boating. Well over fifty 

percent (55.4%) of the township is made 

up of the Pierre Marquette State Forest, 

or almost 13,000 acres of its total 23,000 

acres. This 10,000 plus acres of private 

land are primarily in sections 1-6 of the 

north part of the township, the twelve 

sections which contain sections 25-36 in 

the south part of the township, and 

sections 17-18 and 20 in the westerly part 

of the township. (Note: Section 19 is 700 

acres entirely owned by the State of 

aŀƴƛǎǘŜŜ wƛǾŜǊΣ ƴŜŀǊ /ƘƛǇǇŜǿŀ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ [ƛōŜǊǘȅ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 

¢ƻǿƴ IŀƭƭΣ [ƛōŜǊǘȅ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 



 

Michigan DNR.) By far the smallest parcels are 

in sections 27, 28, 33, and 34, but even these 

are mostly ten acres or greater.  

There is also an increase in Taxable Property 

Value (TPV) in Liberty Township. When joining 

the WJPC in 2016, the TPV was $20,119,337. 

In the year 2029 the TVP topped $22,161,342, 

an increase of over 2 million dollars in property 

value. This shows that people are buying and 

building in Liberty Township, and, when given a 

choice of large parcels in a rural area, plus 

quick access to close cities and even the rest of 

the state, these types of families are choosing 

property in Liberty Township. 

Thus, the Master Plan seeks to preserve the 

rural qualities of the township, also 

adhering to allowing housing in the two 

subdivisions which are already there. 

Mainly the future Plan is to continue to 

preserve the natural boundaries of the 

Manistee River and its adjacent 

forests. This preservation should be 

paramount to the future success of 

Liberty Township Planning and Zoning.  

Conclusion 

Although having their major 

differences, the three townships which 

comprise the northern portion of the 

WJPC boundaries do have some 

similarities also. Each of them is 

primarily rural in nature. Each has the 

Manistee River flowing from east to 

west through its township. The river 

becomes the natural boundary dividing 

the southern part of the townships from 
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their northern part. The ease of access from 

north to south in Liberty Township is slightly 

better than the same access in Greenwood 

Township, although a much better highway 

system exists in the former than the two-lane 

road in the latter. Whereas Hanover Township 

has a summer access road from north to south 

in the township, or else access is found from M-

37 on its western boarder, which most people 

already use. And, although both Hanover and 

Greenwood townships have subdivisions along 

the Manistee River, Liberty has shied away from 

this subdivision process and the river, which 

helps keep the Master Plan for preserving the 

natural environment of the river in place. 

{ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƎǊŜȅΣ hw± ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŜƴΦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ /Ǌƻǎǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ȅŎƭƛƴƎ 

¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƛƴ ¸ŜƭƭƻǿΦ 



 

discuss the succinct differences on the following 

pages.  

Land and Water 

Wexford Township has the most agricultural 

properties of all WJPC townships by more than 

double. Antioch has much agricultural land also.  

All three townships have dozens of creeks 

(tributaries) which flow into the Manistee River or 

Hodenpyl Pond in Springville Township. These townships 

also have few wetlands with which to contend. This fact 

makes it easier to zone the townships, although much of 

the southeast portion of Springville Township and the 

southwest portion of Antioch Township is home to the 

Huron-Manistee National Forest, making up 32% of public 

lands in the former and 41% of public land in the latter. 

Again this bodes well for hunting, fishing, camping, hiking, 

and all other outdoor entertainment.  

Crossroads 

Another similarity is that these townships hold the main 

highways which lead to southeast and northwest, with M-

115, and north and south, with M-37. Therefore, many 

travel across these townships when going to further 

2. The Townships Surrounding the 

Village of Mesick 

Introduction 

These Village of Mesickôs related townships 

hold as many differences as similarities in their 

rural municipalities. In this introduction we will 

include some of the similarities before we 
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destinations. This truth 

should desire the 

townships to put their 

best face on their 

zoning districts. So 

many winter/summer 

sportsmen are drawn, 

and hopefully will 

consider retirement or 

a second home in this 

area.  



 

Wexford Township 

The township in the far, northwest corner of 

the county shares its county name. Wexford 

Township was the first township occupied by 

a land owner when Benjamin Hall first arrived 

by way of the Newaygo-Northport Highway in 

1863. Although, the township was not named 

until 1869. Wexford Township was preferred 

as the most habitable land in the entire 

county because of its natural plateau above 

the wild and wet forests of the rest of the 

county. 

As a result of the County Seat being at 

Sherman in 1871, Wexford was filled with a 

list of villages and settlements in its township.  

Wexford Corners, Glengary (also 

Claggetsville or Sherman West), Cornell, 

Harlan and Bagnal were all villages based 

either on railroad stations or a local school 

and church being settled there. The township 

has always been a stable region for livability, 
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thanks too its central location to residential 

centers. Buckley is a mere mile from its 

eastern border, Mesick 1.5 miles from the 

southern, Copemish 5 miles from its 

western, and Traverse City and Cadillac are 

both within a 15-mile drive for work and 

necessities. This central location bodes well 

for a township with no current village.  

Agriculture 

The township also has an 

abundance of agriculture in 

large swaths of property in the 

northern portion of the 

township, providing the largest 

area for growing crops in the 

county. The entire northeast 9 

sections is identified by loamy 

Hodenpyl-Karlin Soil, the very 

richest for growing crops. This 

portion of the township is 

identified by its Agriculture-

Forest Production zoning 

District and is protected in this Master Plan 

hƭŘ 9ƴƎƛƴŜ {ƘƻǿΣ ²ŜȄŦƻǊŘ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 

¢ƻǿƴ IŀƭƭΣ ²ŜȄŦƻǊŘ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 



 

in its usage. 

The Old 

Engine 

Show in 

section 1 of 

the township 

amplifies 

this very 

important 

aspect of 

farming and 

agricultural 

life.  

Public vs. Private Land 

Wexford Township has the 

most land mass of any 

township in the county at 

36.547 square miles. The state 

forest is on the western side of 

the township, covering 4,513 

acres. The lack of lakes in the 

township leaves 18,877 acres 

for zoning purposes, which is 

the most private acreage of all 

townships in the county. Also, 

having the fourth most number 

of parcels in a WJPC 

municipality at 1044, it also has 

the fourth largest Taxable Value 

in property values at  

$36,745,927.  

Subdivisions 

The township has seven 
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subdivisions, mostly in the eastern side with 

several along M-37 highway. These subdivisions 

allow housing that has close access to the 

highways that take residents to Traverse City 

and Cadillac. The rest of the township spreads 

out its housing over the rural area with larger 

plots of land. This mix of housing has caused 

Wexford Township to have the largest amount of 

population growth of any of the other townships 

in the WJPC. The growth of Wexford has 

increased from 798 in 2000 to 1073 in 2010 to 

1103 in 2018 or a 38% growth rate in the last 18 

years. 

{ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƎǊŜȅΣ hw± ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŜƴΦ tƛƴƪ ƛǎ 5bw ǊƻŀŘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ hw±ΩǎΦ 

{ƴƻǿƳƻōƛƭŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƛƴ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΣ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ww ǘǊŀŎƪ ƭƛƴŜΦ 

wŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ²ŜȄŦƻǊŘ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǎƻƛƭ-

ǊƛŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŀƳȅ IƻŘŜƴǇȅƭ-YŀǊƭƛƴ {ƻƛƭΦ 
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Springville Township 

One of the four original townships formed in 

1869 in Wexford County, Springville covered 

216 square miles of territory, or three-

eighths of the county. Over the next 20 

years, five other townships were formed 

from Springville as the population rose in 

every area of the southwest portion of the 

county. Then Springville mirrored the other 

townships with its six mile by six mile 

border. The early Ann Arbor Railroad 

brought early settlement villages of Yuma 

and Mesick into the township. And in 1924-

25 the building of the Hodenpyl Dam and 

dam pond brought a man-made lake to the 

township. The early Newaygo State Road, 

the railroad, the Manistee River (including 

Hodenpyl), and state highways M-37 and M-

115 converging together made Springville 

Township the crossroads from south to 

north and from east to west in northwest 

Michigan. The township road system also 

allows easy access to every portion of the 

township.  

Southern neighbor to Wexford Township, 

Springville is almost the antithesis of its 

northern counterpart. Whereas Wexford 
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Township has almost no water running 

through it, save for Fletcher Creek running 

the distance from north to south and a tiny 

bit of the Manistee flowing through its 

southeast corner, Springville Township has 

both the Manistee River and the massive 

Hodenpyl Dam Pond. This dam was placed 

on the southwest border of Springville 

causing the Hodenpyl Dam backwaters, 

which in turn caused Consumer Energy to 

lease the surrounding Manistee River 

property into campgrounds and resorts.  

Still, Springville Township has the best of 

every kind of zoning district available. The 

thick Manistee-Huron National Forest grows 

in the southeastern fourth of the township. 

IƻŘŜƴǇȅƭ tƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƳΣ {ǇǊƛƴƎǾƛƭƭŜ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 
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Not counting the village of Mesick, there are 11 

subdivisions platted throughout the township. 

Many rural homesteads are situated in the 

northwestern portion of the township with plats 

of ten acres or larger. Also, the Manistee River 

Corridor District has to be protected as it goes 

throughout the entire township. This gives 

Springville the unique situation of being the 

third largest population in the WJPC 

jurisdiction. The 2000 census listed 1673 

residents in the township, while by 2018 the 

number expanded to 

1794, or a seven and a 

quarter percent growth.  

Public vs. Private Land 

Taking away the 1680 

acres of Hodenpyl Dam 

Pond, and 7,035 acres of 

public land, that leaves 

14,874 acres of habitable 

parcels in the township. 

This private acreage, plus 

Wexford Townshipôs 

18,877 private acres 

equals more private land 

(33,751 acres) than the 

total of Hanover, 

Greenwood, and Liberty 

townships combined 

(28,014 private acres), or 

Boon, Slagle, and South 

Branch townships 

combined (27,005 private 

acres). This shows the six 
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most rural townships naturally would have less 

private land simply as a result of the federal or 

state government owning large swaths of 

forestry in the most rural townships. 
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acres, or 41% of the total land in Antioch. This 

is mainly the national forest in the lower half of 

the township. The remaining 

private land equals 13,275 acres, 

plenty on which to build a family 

homestead or farm.   

M-115 Highway 

The last portion of this major 

highway was completed though 

Antioch Township and designated 

a state highway in 1957. This 

completed M-115, which started 

in the 1930ôs, slowly going from 

Frankfort to Mesick and from 

Cadillac to Clare. This highway 

dissects Antioch almost 

diagonally from northwest to 

southeast. When completed it 

was the fastest way from Antioch 

to the city of Cadillac rather than 

having to go around the national 

forest towards Manton.  
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Conclusion 

Wexford, Springville, and Antioch townships 

combine to make the northwest portion of 

Wexford County. These townships, although 

there are many differences, have some 

similarities in the types of residents which hold 

mainly large parcels with the dwellings within 

one acre along the fronted roads. This leaves 

much rural land to go along with the public lands 

in the area. And M-115 easily connected this 

northwest portion of the county to the southeast 

portion where the county seat resides.  
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Antioch Township 

Formed from Springville Township in 1872, 

Antioch spanned south to include Boon 

Township until Boon was formed in 1875. 

Still, Antioch was primarily made up from the 

early Springville residents, family members, 

and close friends and neighbors. It all 

depended on which side of the Newaygo 

State highway (now M-37) they decided to 

hold residence. Also shared between the 

two townships is a portion of the village of 

Mesick, and the Sherman-Mesick Cemetery, 

though physically parceled in Antioch, is run 

by Springville Township. Mesick 

Consolidated School also binds the two 

townships into one area. The Huron-

Manistee Forest also joins in Springvilleôs 

southeast and Antiochôs southwest regions. 

Overall View of Antioch 

Antioch is divided into two parts, the 

northern 18 sections and the southern 18 

sections. The southern part is made up 

primarily of Huron-Manistee National Forest. 

Included in this area is the highest point in 
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Michiganôs lower peninsula, Briar Hill in the 

southwest portion of the township. Antioch 

Township also comes in second in the 

WJPC to Wexford Townshipôs $8 million 

worth of Agriculture properties with well over 

$2 million worth of Ag., mainly in the eastern 

part of the township. The rest of the 

township is made up of larger parcels for 

residences (Rural Residential District) along 

the crisscrossing roads in the northern 

sections. 

Subdivisions 

There are five subdivisions in the township. 

These are Maple Woods along Antioch 

Road, Anger Acres along M-115 at N. 15 

Road, Briar Creek North off M-37 along the 

north part of Antioch Hills Golf Course, Old 

Pineway Trail (which boasts larger lots), and 

most of the remaining homes and lots in 

what was the original Village of Sherman. 

These subdivisions all provide easy access 

to main highways in the area.  

Public vs. Private 

Public land in Antioch is just over 9,268 .ǊƛŀǊ IƛƭƭΣ IƛƎƘŜǎǘ tƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ [ƻǿŜǊ tŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀΣ  !ƴǝƻŎƘ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 
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