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  WEXFORD JOINT PLANNING COMMISSION 
WEXFORD COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 

Section 1: Article 5: Definitions of the Wexford Joint Zoning Ordinance is amended to add the 
following definitions: 

Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) is a smaller, independent residential dwelling unit located 
on the same lot as a stand-alone (i.e., detached) single-family home. ADUs include but are 
not limited to accessory apartments, secondary suites, granny flats, etc. ADUs can be     
converted portions of existing homes (i.e., internal ADUs), additions to new or existing 
homes (i.e., attached ADUs), or new stand-alone accessory structures or converted portions 
of existing stand-alone accessory structures (i.e., detached ADUs). 

Additional Living Unit (ALU) is the use of space within an existing residence for additional, 
separate living living quarters. 

Section 2: Wexford Joint Zoning Ordinance Section 1081 is deleted and be selectively replaced 
by: 

Section 1081   Additional Living Units/Accessory Dwelling Units 

1081. Additional Living Units/Accessory Dwelling Units in Dwellings. 
A. The purpose of this section is to provide additional affordable housing opportunities     

recognize there are many large older homes which are expensive to keep up; a desire to   
attempt to maintain oversized homes by use of a minor amount of space for additional    
living quarters; and a desire for extended members of family to take residence in the same 
home, but in separate living quarters; while at the same time protecting the character of a 
dwelling and a single-family neighborhoods. 

B. Regardless of regulations elsewhere in this Ordinance, one (1) ALU or ADU may be         
permitted within a parcel zoned for residential land uses if the following conditions are met: 

 1. The application for a use permit shall include a site plan, pursuant to section 9401, et seq. 
 2. The dwelling has 2,000 square feet, or more, of living area. 
 1.  The ADU/ALU shall be clearly incidental to the  principal residential use.                            

 Accordingly, the following conditions shall be met: 
  a.  The ALU is 750 square feet, or less, so that the additional living    

  unit remains an accessory use to the dwelling, and does not result in the creation  
  of a duplex or apartment building. 
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  b. The total floor area of an ADU shall not exceed the square footage of the first  
  floor of the primary structure. 

  c. The ALU and ADU may be is rented by the month, or sold, or leased, so the  
  tenants or owners are permanent residents rather than transients. 

  d. Only one (1) front entrance to an ALU shall be visible from the front yard, so  
  there is no external evidence of occupancy by more than one living unit family. 

  e. The ALU/ADU has been permitted by all other relevant agencies. The sewer  
  capacity is found to be adequate for the site and area by the respective                
  participating municipality, in writing. 

  f. The ALU/ADU dwelling is on a parcel with  frontage on a public road, with a    
  driveway adequate to provide off-road parking, which has access to a public road  
  or alley. 

  
 4. No additional rooms may be added to the dwelling to accommodate the additional living 

unit. 
    8. The additional living unit is approved by the Construction Code Inspector, in writing. 
  
2. Compatibility with Surrounding Land Use - The design and use of the ALU or ADU 

shall not detract from the single-family character and appearances of the principal 
residence or the surrounding neighborhood. When an ALU is viewed from the      
outside, it shall appear that only one household occupies the site. 

3. Parking and Access - In addition to required parking for the principal residence, 
one (1) additional parking space shall be provided for an ADU and ALU. 

Section 3: Savings Clause 

All proceedings pending and rights and liabilities existing, acquired or incurred at the time this 
Ordinance takes effect are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force when 
they were commenced.  

Section 4: Effective Date 

The provisions of this Ordinance are ordered to take effect thirty (30) days after publication (as 
the full text or as a summary thereof) in a newspaper of general circulation in Wexford County. 
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Section 5: Adoption 

This Ordinance was duly adopted by the _________________ Township Board at its regular 
meeting held on the ____ day of (month)_________, 2025. 

Section 6: Publication 

The Township Clerk shall cause tis Ordinance or summary of this Ordinance to be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation within Wexford County within thirty (30) days after adoption.  

      _________________________________________ 
      Supervisor, _______________Township 

             
      _________________________________________ 
      Clerk, ___________________ Township 
Adoption date: 
Publication date: 
Effective date: 

CERTIFICATION 

I, (name), the Clerk for ____________ Township, Wexford County, Michigan, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of this Ordinance adopted by the Board of 
________________ Township at a regular meeting held on ____________, 2025. The following 
members of the _________________ Township Board were present at the meeting: 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

The amendment was adopted by the _____________________ Township Board with ___    
members of the Board voting in favor (_________________________________________) and 
___ voting against (_________________________________________________). 
A copy of the ordinance amendment or a summary thereof was published in the (insert name of 
newspaper of general circulation in Oxford County on (date) _______________. 
        

___________________________________  
       Clerk, _________________ Township
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