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Wexford Joint Planning Commission 

401 N. Lake Street 

Cadillac, Michigan 49601 

        231-444-6159        planningandzoning@wexfordjpc.org 

                                                       www.wexfordjpc.org 

SEPTEMBER 2026 STAFF REPORT 

PETITION TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE 

As of the date of this report (September 23, 2026) the following Townships have return their 
‘CERTIFICATE OF ACTION FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF RECOMMENDATION FROM THE WEXFORD JOINT 
PLANNING COMMISSION’ to: Accept the recommendation of the WJPC and deny the request to 
amend Article 30 by adding “Utilities [22]” as eligible special uses in the Agricultural-Forest 
Production Land Use District. 

Cherry Grove Township   September 9, 2026 
Antioch Township   September 3, 2026 
Wexford Township   September 2, 2026 
Springville Township   September 1, 2026 
South Branch Township   August 19, 2026 
Hanover Township   August 10, 2026 
 
In accordance with Article 98, Section 9802.F, the petition to amend the Wexford Joint Zoning 
Ordinance failed and is denied – copies of the Certificate of Action are on file in the office of record 
for the WJPC. 
 

PLANNING and ZONING 

Included this month for review is an article on MORATORIUMS, and a ‘draft’ DATA CENTER 
ORDINANCE recently released by the Michigan Townships Association at their August webinar 
training.  Our legal counsel believes that the best process for the WJPC (regarding the possibility of a 
moratorium) is to first determine WHY a moratorium may be necessary.  (Is there a developer placing 
pressure on development that we’re not prepared for?) – Our zoning ordinance permits a developer 
to petition to amend which is an administrative avenue to avoid exclusionary zoning.  If it is 
determined that a moratorium is desired, then it would also be done as an ordinance amendment. 

ENFORCEMENT / COMPLIANCE 

The Zoning Administrator has successfully resolved one major concern regarding unauthorized 
camping / squatting.  There is one other issue of concern in South Branch Township where a cabin 
was removed, and they have now replaced it with a motorhome – very small parcels of land are 
involved.  The intent is to offer one last opportunity for the alleged violators to comply before 
engaging legal counsel.  The primary concerns involve the adjacency to state / federal lands and the 
disposition of wastewater. 
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TRAINING  

Please be reminded that training is offered, and two (2) hours annually is mandated in the Bylaws of 
the WCPC.  The Michigan Citizen Planner course is the place to START!  Alternatively, planner 
Grobbel has offered to submit a proposal for a series training classes that could be incorporated into 
our regularly scheduled monthly meetings, or perhaps even a special meeting. 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
There are / were two public hearings scheduled to be conducted at the regularly scheduled ZBA 
meeting on Wednesday, September 23, 2026 at 6:00 pm.   
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Land Use Permit Activity (since last report) 

 

 
 

ND = New Dwelling RAD = Residential Addition RA = Residential Accessory 

 
 
 
 
For your review, 

 
Robert (Bob) Hall | Planning and Zoning Director 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/michigan_citizen_planner/

