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SEPTEMBER 2026 STAFF REPORT

PETITION TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE

As of the date of this report (September 23, 2026) the following Townships have return their
‘CERTIFICATE OF ACTION FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF RECOMMENDATION FROM THE WEXFORD JOINT
PLANNING COMMISSION’ to: Accept the recommendation of the WIPC and deny the request to
amend Article 30 by adding “Utilities [22]” as eligible special uses in the Agricultural-Forest
Production Land Use District.

Cherry Grove Township September 9, 2026
Antioch Township September 3, 2026
Wexford Township September 2, 2026
Springville Township September 1, 2026
South Branch Township August 19, 2026
Hanover Township August 10, 2026

In accordance with Article 98, Section 9802.F, the petition to amend the Wexford Joint Zoning
Ordinance failed and is denied — copies of the Certificate of Action are on file in the office of record
for the WIPC.

PLANNING and ZONING

Included this month for review is an article on MORATORIUMS, and a ‘draft’ DATA CENTER
ORDINANCE recently released by the Michigan Townships Association at their August webinar
training. Our legal counsel believes that the best process for the WJPC (regarding the possibility of a
moratorium) is to first determine WHY a moratorium may be necessary. (Is there a developer placing
pressure on development that we’re not prepared for?) — Our zoning ordinance permits a developer
to petition to amend which is an administrative avenue to avoid exclusionary zoning. If it is
determined that a moratorium is desired, then it would also be done as an ordinance amendment.

ENFORCEMENT / COMPLIANCE

The Zoning Administrator has successfully resolved one major concern regarding unauthorized
camping / squatting. There is one other issue of concern in South Branch Township where a cabin
was removed, and they have now replaced it with a motorhome — very small parcels of land are
involved. The intent is to offer one last opportunity for the alleged violators to comply before
engaging legal counsel. The primary concerns involve the adjacency to state / federal lands and the
disposition of wastewater.
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TRAINING

Please be reminded that training is offered, and two (2) hours annually is mandated in the Bylaws of
the WCPC. The Michigan Citizen Planner course is the place to START! Alternatively, planner
Grobbel has offered to submit a proposal for a series training classes that could be incorporated into
our regularly scheduled monthly meetings, or perhaps even a special meeting.

Zoning Board of Appeals
There are / were two public hearings scheduled to be conducted at the regularly scheduled ZBA
meeting on Wednesday, September 23, 2026 at 6:00 pm.

Land Use Permit Activity (since last report)

Permit # Parcel # Applicant Information Use Type ZONE TWP Zoning Comments
2026-86 2112-34-1201 Renwick, Scott and Shari AG RR all] 30" x 80" w/16' walls AG
ZBA2026-02 2110-WHB-66 Broutin, Steve RAD R2 CHE ZBA appeal
2026-87 2210-5UN-03 Merrihew, Scott - Kram Const. RAD R2 SEL Residential Addition
Payment Slagle and South Branch Payments
2026-88 2210-22-3403 Elenbaum, Paul - DC Construction RA RR SEL Residential Accessory
2026-89 2311-02-4102 Brand, Larry - John Szegda Bldg RA RR ANT Residential Accessory
2026-90 2311-22-2103 Soerries, Keith - Green Shield Deck Deck RR ANT Deck
2026-91 2411-1G1-091-01 Casto, Carmen - Deuce Landscap. RA and Deck R1 HAM Res. Accessory and Deck
2026-92 2212-20-4102-02  Hilborn, Aaron - Midwest Polebarns RA RR SLA |__|
2026-93 2311-23-1105 Michael, Patrick RAD RR ANT Residential Addition
2026-954 2110-12-4201 Cadillac Revival Center Playground RR CHE Playground
2026-35 2212-34-4403 Lincoln, leff RA RR SLA
2024-116A(1) 2312-17-4111 Fancher, Cory MND and RA RR SPR Amended Land Use Permit
ZBA 2026-03 2311-17-2305 SMJ International | American Tower CELL TOWER RR ANT Varaiance Request-Height
SLU2026-01 2311-17-2305 SMJ International | American Tower CELL TOWER RR ANT SLUP REQUEST
2026-96 2110-AA-04 Lindstrom, Jon | Northern Steel RA R1 CHE 22'x 20 RA
2026-97 2310-15-32 Wright, Cheryl - River Valley Builders RAD R1 BOO Sun Room
2026-98 2210-BB33801 Clejniczak, Jody - J Hoffman Homes MND R2 SEL New Dwelling
2026-99 2411-1LG3-270 Moore, Jason RA R1 HAMN Residential Accessory
2026-100 2210-25-4401 Smith, Thomas RA RR SEL Residential Accessory
2026-101 2311-17-2305 Sanders, Christopher ND RR ANT New Dwelling
2026-102 2110-PW2177-01 Essex, Bob - Clad & Timber Deck R2 SEL Deck
2026-103 2210-34-4106 Seath, Jack - Clad and Timber Deck RR SEL Deck
2026-104 2112-36-2202 Ross, Theresa RA RR S0U

ND = New Dwelling RAD = Residential Addition RA = Residential Accessory

For your review,

RS M

Robert (Bob) Hall | Planning and Zoning Director
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