
 

 
DRAFT Meeting Minutes  

 

Time & Date: 6:30pm, Monday, July 27, 2026  

Meeting location: NEW: The Tabernacle church located at 315 E. Wexford Ave., Buckley, Michigan 49620  

  

A. Call to Order@630pm, Pledge of Allegiance, Roll Call  

  

Members Present:        Mike Woodward, Chair (Hanover)  

                                              Ben Hicok, Vice Chair (Cherry Grove)  

                                              Lori Wetherell, Secretary (Selma)                                          

                                              Donna Taylor, Treasurer (South Branch) 

                                Jim Fuller (Antioch)                                

                                     Richard Harvey (Boon)  
                                        Tim Simerson (Springville)     

                                     Rick Tallieau (Wexford)  

 

Members Absent:        Vacant (Slagle)   

                                 

         Others Present:          Robert Hall, Zoning Administrator 

         Ben Townsend, Assistant Zoning Administrator 

         Heather O’Connor, Recording Secretary via telecom 

 

B. Set/Amend/Approve the Agenda: Motion to approve Agenda as presented made by Richard Harvey, 

supported by Donna Taylor and passed via voice vote. See (Agenda).   

 

C. Matters pertaining to citizens, in the following order:  

1. Application to Amend Zoning Ordinance – PUBLIC HEARING 

a. The Chair shall open the public hearing –public hearing opened at 6:32pm 

b. Applicant presentation of their request to amend the zoning ordinance – Not present due to 

weather  

c. Staff / Planner – Chris Grobbel / Attorney – Catherine Kaufman - presentation of the 

application & proposed language amending the zoning ordinance – See (Staff Report). 

d. The Chair shall allow for public comment – Letters from citizens given to Chair passed to Staff 

for inclusion.  

    

 PUBLIC COMMENTS OFFERED: 

James – Wexford County – quoting zoning ordinances Wexford County – Petition to amend Zoning 

Ordinance – why continue with meeting with info that company does not own any property in Wexford 

County 

Mike – Wexford County – quoting from WJPC – appointed officials don’t change laws elected officials 

change laws. If vote on it tonight they can start a solar field. 

https://www.wexfordjpc.org/uploads/9/7/9/9/97992734/07272026-agenda.pdf
https://www.wexfordjpc.org/uploads/9/7/9/9/97992734/07272026-wjpc_shipyard_solar_staff_report_for_zo_amendment.pdf
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Mitch Distin – pro-clean energy, nothing great about this project for the area.  If lying at this stage then 

will trend throughout.  Data center bill presently please keep in mind. 

Albrecht – Grant township – not against solar power, firmly against farmland for solar.  Seems more 

about cash then renewable energy.  Short sighted and will destroy resources.  Better place for solar is 

existing buildings, large retail, hospitals, parking lots, and schools. Lack of true information of true size 

(300 megawatt) of project.  

Scott A – moved to area to raise family & grow food.  Is a conservationist, not against solar, but ludicrous 

to put solar on organic farmland. Will destroy tranquility.  They are not from the area – do the right thing. 

Brian D – Wexford Township – did WJPC visit Shiawassee solar farm? We do not want a solar farm in 

Wexford Township.  Those that benefit are not from township, county or Michigan.  Follow Garfield 

township and put an 18 month moratorium on these types of projects. Gave a list of specifications 

recommended if allowed to proceed. Keep the natural beauty and disallow this project. 

Wayne Grabowski – thanked the board – if allow this company come in who will police them?  There is 

no policing of the nudist camp adjacent to his property who went through the WJPC.  Asking WJPC to 

not approve the project. 

Jason Abraham – Wexford township – at last meeting why was a closed session called? How can a 

1,500 acre solar farm zoning be managed if a 5 acre junk yard cannot be managed? 

Michelle Hoitenga – elected Michigan State Senator – I stand with the people who oppose this. 

Peterson – we need change in the way we generate energy – hears a lot of fear – offers positive effects 

of solar, benefits include number of bees & insects & birds increased from a study.  Need more solar 

energy as quickly as we can get it. 

Resident from Traverse City – environment experiences recently.  Recognize Agriculture culture and 

renewable energy.  Each proposal should be considered with local priorities. NO perfect energy source 

and energy costs rise, time to invest in clean energy and adopting a zoning ordinance allowing for 

renewable energy projects. 

Resident from neighboring township – people not from here mining our community and resources. 

Mark – Wexford township – as a commissioner took an oath to serve people in my district.  Look at 

percentage of people who do not want this and vote accordingly. 

Julia – Wexford township – family started farming in 1939 – why would we want to take our farmland and 

throw it away for solar.   

David – originally from Cadillac – moved to the area – keep farmland as is 

Susan R – We need solar but not in my backyard – on buildings, parking lots.  Not on farmland. 

Resident from Wexford County – solar ineffective when cloudy, covered with snow.  We are not in a 

good spot for solar.  Just interested in money as not from here, do not live here. Concerned that doesn’t 

make sense from investment stance – has everyone else turned it down too? 

Jess Smith – Centerville Township – Rural people forced into a tough decision – there is no good choice 

right now – if do nothing the projects will be in our backyard, not with any zoning rules. If site not right for 

the community, be open to a solution – if not here then where? Solar is the fix. Be open to if not now then 

when? 

Resident Wexford Township – those for solar probably not from here, don’t own property here, don’t 

pay taxes here, don’t hunt here.  We don’t get much sun – don’t let jokers come and tell you tis right 

because its not. 

Wendy Cox – Wexford Township – Michigan is the 7th cloudiest state, put solar panels somewhere else 

where we don’t grow food. 

Tyler – teacher at Buckley Schools – thanked board.  Came from Ohio to a rural area where could live 

rest of his life in a different rural lifestyle – if do this what about Northern Lights? 
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Joe R – Wexford Township – whole life in N Michigan – recommend moratorium to see other areas solar 

outcomes. All deer displaced have and are a food source but not after stressed with displacement. Public 

Act 233 – reference taking of township control. Seventy-nine municipalities hired attorney to file 

resolutions with moratorium.  We should join them. 

Berry – Wexford Township – Outside corporations split neighbor vs neighbor and leave communities to 

deal with consequences of industrial use of farmland. Developers promise the world but who gets stuck 

with decommissioning costs while environment is permanently ruined. Uphold PA 116. 

Nancy – lives in Wexford County – this proposal is 1,500 acres of prime vegetable ground. Put on 

rooftops, buildings. Please keep this decision local, not in Lansing. 

  

e. The Chair shall close the public hearing – public hearing closed at 7:34pm 

 

D. Public Comment – Chair recognized a large number of members of public present. See comments 

above. 

 

E. Housekeeping Business 

1. Consent Business 

a. Approval of June 22, 2026 DRAFT Minutes –Motion to Approve the June 22, 2026 Meeting 

Minutes as presented made by Ben Hicok supported by Mike Woodward and passed via 

voice vote. See (Proposed Minutes).  Motion made by Richard Harvey supported by Donna 

Taylor to approve the Closed Session Minutes June 22, 2026 and passed via voice vote. 

b. Approval of Commission Expense Report (pay the bills for July 2026) – Motion made by 
Richard Harvey, supported by Ben Hicok and passed via voice vote. See (Bills & 
Supporting Documents)  

2. Treasurer’s Budget Report – Donna Taylor - See (Bills & Supporting Documents). Motion made 
by Richard Harvey, supported by Mike Woodward and passed via voice vote 

3.     Planning & Zoning Report – Robert Hall – See (Staff Report).  

 

F. Unfinished Business & Reports - (items considered here are taken up in the same order as established by the Commission to 

fix a priority for consideration and work done in the planning office)  
1. Consider moving to a closed session to further review communication subject to attorney client 

privilege under MCL 15.268 (1) (h).  Motion to enter closed session made by Mike Woodward 
supported Richard Harvey and unanimous roll call vote.  
 

****************************ENTER CLOSED SESSION @ 7:43pm ******************************** 

 
Motion by Richard Harvey, supported by Ben Hicok to return Open Session 

 

**********************OPEN SESSION RESUME @ 8:09pm ********************** 

 
Attorney Catherine Kaufmann | Bauckham, Thall, Seeber, Kaufman & Koches PC (legal counsel present on 

behalf of the WJPC) – reviewed ordinance process, moratoriums process, Public Act 233 – thanked by WJPC 

for being present and speaking to public 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.wexfordjpc.org/uploads/9/7/9/9/97992734/062226-wjpc_draft_minutes.pdf
https://www.wexfordjpc.org/uploads/9/7/9/9/97992734/072026_bills_and_support_docs.pdf
https://www.wexfordjpc.org/uploads/9/7/9/9/97992734/072026_bills_and_support_docs.pdf
https://www.wexfordjpc.org/uploads/9/7/9/9/97992734/072026_bills_and_support_docs.pdf
https://www.wexfordjpc.org/uploads/9/7/9/9/97992734/07272026-wjpc_shipyard_solar_staff_report_for_zo_amendment.pdf
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G. New Business –  

1. Application to Amend Zoning Ordinance – See (Petition to Amend Zoning Ordinance)  
Deliberations: motion by Mike Woodward recommending that participating municipalities deny 
Zoning Ordinance text amendment as too broad as written and opens NAICS section 22 - other 
utilities, supported by Donna Taylor and unanimous via roll call vote. 
 

a. Consideration of motion to find that additional fees in the form of escrow are required per staff 
recommendation – See above vote results 

 
H. Public Comment – thank you offered by varied members of public 

 
I. Commissioner Discussion – Make appearances at Township meetings  

 

J. Adjournment – Motion to adjourn made by Donna Taylor, supported, and adjourned at 8:22pm. 

 

Prepared by Heather A. O’Connor, Recording Secretary for Secretary 

 

Respectfully submitted  

 
Lori Wetherell, (elected) Secretary 

 

*Notice of Absence provided 

https://www.wexfordjpc.org/uploads/9/7/9/9/97992734/04222026-petition_to_amend_zoning_ordinance.pdf

