Wexford Joint Planning Commission

401 N Lake St
o Cadillac, Michigan 49601

WJPC —
A planningandzoning@ wexfordjpc.org 231-444-6159

WEXFORD JOIN L e
PLANNING COMMISSION www.wexfordipe.org

DRAFT Meeting Minutes

Time & Date: 6:30pm, Monday, June 22, 2026
Meeting location: NEW: The Tabernacle church located at 315 E. Wexford Ave., Buckley, Michigan 49620

A. Call to Order@630pm, Pledge of Allegiance, Roll Call

Members Present: Mike Woodward, Chair (Hanover)
Ben Hicok, Vice Chair (Cherry Grove)
Lori Wetherell, Secretary (Selma)
Donna Taylor, Treasurer (South Branch)
Jim Fuller (Antioch)
Richard Harvey (Boon)
Tim Simerson (Springville)
Rick Tallieau (Wexford)

Members Absent: Vacant (Slagle)
Amanda Kimbel-Sparks (Liberty)

Others Present: Robert Hall, Zoning Administrator
Ben Townsend, Assistant Zoning Administrator
Heather O’Connor, Recording Secretary via telecom

B. Set/Amend/Approve the Agenda: Motion to Amend to include Closed Session under D1 made by
Richard Harvey, supported by Donna Taylor and passed via voice vote. See (Agenda).

C. Matters pertaining to citizens, in the following order:
1. Application to Amend Zoning Ordinance - Process
a. Chris Grobbel | Grobbel Environmental & Planning Associates & WJPC Staff — Robert Hall

D. Public Comment — Chair recognized a large number of members of public present. Drew (Ranger
Power). Mike Luther — lived in area entire life, noted wildlife is DNR issue, and if do nothing, the state
deals with “solar issue”, let state deal with it. Dr. Mitch Distin — Running for 104" district Representative
stated “the corporation already owns the property” not in favor. Mr Gryzbowski stated electricity will go
up and nobody local gets the benefit of solar panels. William T — Selma Township, no benefit for locals,
especially in winter with snow, unsightly. County Commissioner, says against solar panel projects, has
information if have questions, least efficient power source, only 30% effective. James bought & sold
property — if had known solar coming in, would never had sold property, what happens when storms
damage panels & debris or 10-20 yrs when they go bad & decommissioning of project? Drives property
values down. Richard D — why not use other land that is flatter and better suited for solar? Jason
Abraham, lifelong resident in area, not in favor and has written letters as choose to live in N Michigan
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because of wildlife, take it downstate. Another lifelong resident, in favor of solar but not large scale
destroys environment, wildlife, can do better — put in cities or on buildings. Dwayne had property since
1920 was offered by Ranger Power to lease his 80 acres, not in favor. Bob G ancestors settled locally in
1864, seven generations, all for electricity but not proposed location. Scott Anderson raised locally,
totally against project compared to a junkyard — should be a moratorium until common goals can be
reached — don’t let them come in and rape our land. Gene — Grant township states against this project,
take it to city, to the people who own farmland its an investment, not just farmland; at least if goes to the
state the zoning is spelled out pretty well — privately will do more damage than the state. L Cox in Wexford
Township asking the WJPC to consider what grandkids will see if solar project goes in (eagles, butterflies,
birds) are things that they will not experience. Ed B Colfax Township — where does it stop — solar needs
to be where power is used, not rural.

Motion by Ben Hicock, seconded by Donna Taylor, to proceed in closed session (no longer than 30 minutes)
pursuant to Section 8(h) of the Michigan Open Meetings Act, MCL 15.268(h), to consider materials exempt
from disclosure under state law, to wit: Confidential email opinion of attorney Catherine Kaufman, dated May
18, 2026, and Legal Memo by Catherine Kaufman dated June 16, 2026, and to invite the WJPC Zoning
Administrator, Assistant Zoning Administrator and Planner into the closed session. Two-thirds vote required -
Woodward — Hicok — Wetherell — Taylor — Fuller — Harvey — Simerson — Tallieau — YES. Motion carried
unanimously.

****************************CLOSED SESSION @ 720pm kkhkkkkkkhkkkhkkhkkkkhkkkhkhkkhkhhkhkkhkhhkkk
*****************************OPEN SESSION RESUME @ 754pm kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkk
Motion by Richard Harvey, supported by Ben Hicok to return to Open Session and passed via voice vote.

Motion by Ben Hicok, supported by Jim Fuller to preserve Closed Session documents for future reference
by the WJPC and passed via voice vote.

E. Housekeeping Business
1. Consent Business
a. Approval of April 2026 DRAFT Minutes — (No May Meeting) Motion to Approve the April
2026 Meeting Minutes as presented made by Richard Harvey supported by Donna Taylor
and passed via voice vote. See (Proposed Minutes)
b. Approval of Commissions Expense Report (pay the bills for May & June 2026) — Motion
made by Mike Woodward, supported by Richard Harvey and passed via voice vote. See
(Bills & Supporting Documents)
2. Treasurer's Budget Report — Donna Taylor - See (Bills & Supporting Documents). Motion made
by Ben Hicok, supported by Richard Harvey and passed via voice vote
3. Planning & Zoning Report — Robert Hall — See (Staff Report). Over budget on Permit Projections

F. Unfinished Business & Reports = (items considered here are taken up in the same order as established by the Commission to
fix a priority for consideration and work done in the planning office)

1. ADU Ordinance Language (revised) — Motion by Mike Woodward to table ADU Ordinance
Language decisions, supported by Ben Hicok and passed via voice vote
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G. New Business —
1. Application to Amend Zoning Ordinance — Process (moved to C.1) — Schedule Public Hearing
— Motion by Donna Taylor to schedule public hearing for the July 27, 2026 meeting, supported by Ben
Hicok and passed via voice vote.

H. Public Comment — Dr Mitch Distin developer said housing prices will not devalue, untrue, Ranger
Power went to senate floor stating no crops on proposed land — untrue; funds do not trickle down to
residents, this is happening down south with data centers. Jillian in Wexford Township, against project
and we do not have solar ordinance in Wexford, urge not to pass compatible energy ordinance. William
Taylor asked if Closed Session memo was a threat to sue or bribe; is Ranger Power being subsidized
by state? Directed by Chair to address comments to WJPC. Mr Hall stated memo was from WJPC
attorney giving WJPC members advice. Resident thanked WJPC members for service and asked to
weigh all decisions for self, community, others as to what future effects can be for the area. Resident
60yrs old now lived in area of farms and now appears technology is consuming the farms, being
disconnected from real life. Scott Anderson Constitution is for individual rights not corporations — don’t
want to live next to a scrap yard. Resident — solar farms lead to data centers.

l. Commissioner Discussion — Chair welcomed new WJPC Wexford Township member and thanked the
public

J.  Adjournment — Motion to adjourn made by Ben Hicok, supported, and adjourned at 8:18pm.
Prepared by Heather A. O’Connor, Recording Secretary for Secretary

Respectfully submitted

Lori Wetherell, (elected) Secretary

*Notice of Absence provided
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