Wexford Joint Planning Commission
Staff Report – November 2020

Planning and Zoning
As the WJPC reviews their 2nd Site Plan of 2020 (a 3rd is pending), staff would ask that the members possibly
review the types and intensity (of the site plans) in regards to considering a process for administrative
approval as contemplated in the text of the zoning ordinance in Article 94, Section 9402.B.2 (see below):

The Zoning Administrator would point out that it would not be appropriate to publish ‘policy’ but rather an
actual ordnance amendment would be required to change the current procedure. The procedure must be
spelled out in the zoning ordinance –1

Summary – every Site Plan that the planning commission has reviewed (not associated with a Special Use)
has been an improvement, addition, and/or an alteration to an existing use. The Planning Commission’s
review of the site plans has resulted in very few (if any) changes that resulted in any significant impact to the
applicant and / or the immediate vicinity.
Allowing administrative approvals of specific projects (under written guidelines) would do a valuable service
to the community and perhaps untangle some of the timeline hurdles that developers and applicants face in
this geographic area. (see sample excerpts below)

1

Excerpt from Michigan State University Extension – Community Planning & Zoning Audit – Site Plan Review
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SAMPLE #1

Any administrative approval would CONTINUE to be subject to the exact same standards that the WJPC
commission of the whole would apply. As the ordinance is currently written, an established

business enterprise (such as Cadillac Culvert) would need to prepare a medium Site
Plan and present it to YOU for a proposed 24’ X 24’ garage to be used for lawn
maintenance equipment storage.
Staff would like to recommend that the WJPC take a serious look at what ‘types’ of alterations, additions,
and expansions would be better suited for a more expedient administrative review process.
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SAMPLE #2
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Land Use Permit Activity

Accessory Building Language
The ‘FINAL’ version of the ‘proposed’ accessory building language along with all supporting documentation
was forwarded to ALL WJPC Township Clerks on November 6th, 2020 in accordance with Article 98 of the
Wexford Joint Zoning Ordinance.
Court [mud bog]
Our appeal of the decision of the District Court was not a ‘right’; therefore, we were required to request
‘leave-to-appeal’ – this was filed in a timely manner. As of the writing of this report we have not received a
response from the Circuit Court.
Planning Commission: Term Membership Expiration Dates

** MOST WEXFORD JOINT ZONING BOARD OF APPEAL terms are in the process of expiring – Townships will
be notified ASAP regarding reappointments.
Any members (WJPC or ZBA) interested in continuing to serve should solicit reappointment by their
respective Township Supervisor for another three (3) year term.

Reminder: ALL PC members and ZBA members are REQUIRED to take an oath of office.
Master Plan
The Planner of Record is in the process of completing a survey that will focus on a ‘zoning plan’(as well as
other required elements of a Master Plan). It is our intention to engage the PC and all of the participating
Township board members as well as making it available to the general public.
•

As of this staff report, Selma Township and Slagle Township have not submitted the participating
municipality shares required, totaling: $11,070.50

Respectfully submitted,
Planning and Zoning Director
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