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Wexford Joint Planning Commission 

4830 E. M – 55 Highway 

Cadillac, Michigan 49601 

231-775-1138 x 6        planningandzoning@wexfordjpc.org  www.wexfordjpc.org 

JUNE    2022 STAFF REPORT 

 
Ordinance Enforcement  
 
Staff took the opportunity upon direction of the ‘commission’ to pursue prosecution in Cherry Grove 
Township to also discuss ordinance enforcement issues (informally) with several individuals in the 
field, such as attorneys, planners, and other zoning administrators.  The general consensus was that:  
 
When each participating municipality adopted the zoning ordinance, did they adopt a joint zoning 
ordinance, or did ‘each’ participating municipality adopt identical zoning ordinances?  This point was 
emphasized in an opinion to the WJPC from attorney Katherine Kaufman in February of 2019 – 
 

 
 
 
The Planning and Zoning Director (Bob) and the Assistant Zoning Administrator (Ben) are contractors 
for the Wexford Joint Planning Commission.  When performing our administrative functions specific 
to a municipality it is assumed that we are also acting on behalf of the ‘individual’ municipality.  For 
example, when reviewing an application for a Land Use Permit in Hanover Township, we are acting 
on behalf of Hanover Township. 
 

1. The WJPC ‘commission’ as an entity does not have the authority to enforce zoning 
ordinances… 

2. A ‘contractor’ cannot enforce zoning ordinances of a municipality… 
3. A municipal civil infraction must be issued by an ‘employee’ of the municipality… 

 
The number of concerns being presented to the WJPC related to land use / zoning issues is increasing 
at a rapid rate – enough so that staff is considering logging these in our spreadsheet so the activity 
can be more accurately documented and tracked by municipality.  We must recognize the resources 
we have available to respond. 
 
As you can see- we have more questions than answers regarding ‘enforcement’ of the zoning 
ordinance.  Staff believes that is incumbent upon the ‘commission’ to seek a focused legal opinion on 
the above issues so that we can take the appropriate action with all of the participating 
municipalities.   **** SEE TOP OF NEXT PAGE **** 
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**Staff recommends that the WJPC direct that a legal opinion be obtained regarding the 
enforcement of the Wexford Joint Zoning Ordinance as it relates to issues outlined in this staff report 
of July 2022** 
 
 
Planning and Zoning   
Although Permit Activity is tracking about one week behind last year’s pace – other office 
responsibilities are keeping staff busy.  A letter has been sent out revoking and or terminating special 
land use(s) and phased proposals for projects in South Branch Township. 
 
As mentioned above under Ordinance Enforcement – we are experiencing a significant increase in 
calls coming in that are related to   
 

Land Use Permit Activity (since last report) 

 

 
ND = New Dwelling RAD = Residential Addition RA = Residential Accessory 

 
Master Plan 

As soon as the WJPC can complete the FUTURE LAND USE MAP and a brief narrative – the Master 

Plan will be ready to send to participating municipalities requesting permission to distribute.1 

 

Training - GRANT 

Request for reimbursement of $1200.00 has been submitted and acknowledged as received by the 

Michigan Township Participating Plan as of 07/20/2022 

 

For your review, 

 
Planning and Zoning Director 
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